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may have been drawn upon in the early parts of the Chronicle,
but its author, a monk from the Kievan monastery of the
Caves, probably derived from East Rome the whole concep-
tion of writing a continuous history of the Russians, while
the annalistic form of his work would have been suggested
by Slav translations of Byzantine chronicles—the Brief
Chronography of Nicephorus, the Patriarch of Constantinople
(died a.d. 828)5 and the Chronicle of Georgius Hamartolus
(George the Monk). The author of the Primary Chronicle
twice quotes by name Georgius Hamartolus, and his debts
to this Chronicle have been tabulated by the late Professor
S. H. Cross of Harvard University. These borrowings
extend from a.d. 858 to a.d. 943, while it is to the same
source that the Chronicle owes its account of the original
apportionment of the earth, of the tower of Babel and
the long description of the customs of the alien peoples.
Among other debts of the Chronicle to Greek sources may
be mentioned the lengthy creed taught to Vladimir I; this
is translated from a Greek text of the ninth century
written by Michael Syncellus, the friend of St. Theodore of
the monastery of Studius in Constantinople,
Russia's devotion to Byzantine ascetic and anchoritic
ideals is reflected in its hagiography; the monumental
collection of Lives of the Saints compiled by Macarius in the
sixteenth century fills 27,057 folio pages of script. Anyone
who is conversant with the Greek biographies of saints feels
that he is on familiar ground when he reads the Life of a
Russian Saint such as that of St. Sergius of Radonezh.
Indeed one may wonder whether accounts given in such a
Life which have customarily been treated as resting upon
fact have not been simply incorporated from Greek hagio-
graphy. The story of the early difficulties of St. Sergius in
learning to read is suspiciously like the similar difficulties
experienced by St. Theodore of Edessa. It would be
interesting to study such a Life as that of St. Sergius in the
light of Greek hagiographic texts: the forms of exorcism, the
miracles granted during the celebration of the Eucharist and
the injunction to maintain secrecy concerning such miracles
during the lifetime of the saint, the protection of the poor
and the orphan, the punishment for doubts of the saint's

